
Reality is a 
mirror
A nice contribution to the ancient and never-ending debate

about illusion and reality. How often is it refracted when we see

a part of a body painted and mirrored? And then the name of

the painting is “My new dress” – a quadrature of a metaphor at

the very least.

Austria Card’s printing department specialises in sensitive and

exciting technologies. Normally, it produces high-tech prod-

ucts, such as ATM cards. But sometimes it also produces high-

quality prints of artwork. Does your space need a change of

clothing? We can offer you a painting. Send a brief e-mail to

cassandra.zwerina@austriacard.at with the keyword “Spasova”. 

Very probably, you will soon be the owner of a beautiful and

valuable print of one of the paintings by this young artist. Or

you can send a fax to + 43 (1) 610 65-650. But don’t wait too

long. The fine art prints by Sorniza Spasova in the Austria Card

Edition are limited.

Biography

1977 born in Dobrich / Bulgaria
1990-95 High School, majoring in fine arts, Dobrich,

Sofia. School-leaving exam
1995-96 “Jul Pasken” Academy, painting, 

Prof. N. Maistorov, Sofia
1996-97 National Academy, Graphic reproduction 

processes, Prof. P. Chuklev, Sofia 
1997-98 University of Art and Industrial Design, Linz
10.2003 University of Applied Art, Vienna,

Master class for painting, Prof. A. Frohner
since
10.2005 Prof. J. Kandl

Sorniza Spasova

about art
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...if it has anything to do
with the smart card industry, you will find

everything you could possibly want at the

CarteS trade show in Paris. There’s a new

range of cards every year and cards are

getting more and more important in our

everyday life – electronic purses, SIM

cards, and high-tech driving licences. And

for all applications, security is of para-

mount importance.

Austria Card will be present in 2006 in the

French capital and, this time, you will find

us right up there in the front row. Because

our company continues to grow, we are

also expanding at CarteS. At our booth

that is spread out over more than 90

square meters, you will have the opportu-

nity to discuss the latest trends with our

experts. If you go to www.cartes.com,

you will find a map that shows you our

exact location. Because we’re sure that you

are impatiently looking forward to CarteS,

we would like to send you a small gift to

help you while away the time until then – a

bookmark with the slogan “Vienna meets

Paris”. The Eiffel Tower and the Giant Ferris

Wheel in Vienna’s Prater symbolise our

long-standing association with this event. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you

at our booth at CarteS. A bientôt.

CarteS 2006 Invitation

Contactless systems, mobile RFID technology,
secure travel documents, authentication,
access control...

about Austria Card   I   CarteS 2006

For more than three years, Mag.

Cassandra Zwerina has been responsible

for the planning and co-ordination of trade

shows and events at Austria Card.

“CardVisions” spoke with her about goals,

responsibilities, and good food.

What is the importance of CarteS in Paris in

comparison to other trade shows?

Each year, CarteS is the highlight among the

international trade shows in the smart card

industry. There will be about 450 exhibitors,

and more than 18,000 visitors from all over

the world are expected to attend. No other

event in our industry can offer that. That’s

why it’s only logical for us to show our com-

pany at its best – as we always do, by the way. 

Where is Austria Card’s booth going to be

this year?

Our company’s continued growth will be mir-

rored by the growth of our trade show pres-

ence. We will be right in the front row, togeth-

er with the big names in our industry. At

booth number 3F002 with its 90 square

meters, our home away from home at this

year’s show, our employees will be providing

our guests with concentrated expertise. 

What does Austria Card represent for you

and how are you planning to get that across

to the show’s visitors?

Austria Card is particularly good at respond-

ing to customers’ wishes and requirements

flexibly and delivering the very best quality.

That is our message at the trade show. The

commonalities between individuality and

progress and between internationality and

technical innovation are integrated into our

open and friendly concept for the trade show.

That sounds very exciting. What exactly can

we expect to see at your booth at CarteS?

Read the future. Promising, future-oriented

solutions that are implemented profess-

ionally. A step ahead of the competition. This 

is what our big team can offer you. Of course,

I can’t give you all the details about our pres-

ence at the show, but I can tell you that it will

be worth your while to visit us on 8th

November. And not just because we are again

serving Spaghetti “Polycarbonara”, just like

every year. Besides our tasty treats, it’s pri-

marily our attractive products and the infor-

mation provided by expert and friendly staff

that make a visit to our booth worth your

while.

Mag. 
Cassandra Zwerina

Marketing

CarteS 2006

the world’s leading
event for smart cards
and identification

7th - 9th November
2006

Paris-Nord Villepinte
Exhibition Centre 
France

Registration code:
INVGB3
Hall 3, Booth: 3F002

Please pre-register at the CarteS website.
Then you don’t have to pay an entrance fee
and you will not have long wait times at the
entrance.

Just log on to www.CarteS.com and click on
“quick links” (free badge). Enter registration
code INVGB3 and your information. Then
print out the confirmation and have it with
you when you visit CarteS. You can also use
this registration code to register on site,
which will save you the entrance fee of EUR
30.00 (including VAT).
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Austria Card celebrates 
the 25th anniversary of its
foundation
The last issue of “CardVisions” was dedicated to the 25th anniversary of Austria Card’s

foundation. On 23rd June 2006, Austria Card celebrated this anniversary with cus-

tomers, friends, and employees. For everyone who could not be there, here is a brief

review of this gala event.

editorial

Dear Readers,

It is Austria Card’s pleasure to send you

the latest issue of our newsletter “Card-

Visions”. As we reported in the last issue,

the company is observing its 25
th

birthday

in 2006, which we celebrated in style with

gala festivities for our customers, partners,

and employees. Everyone who was not

able to attend and everyone who would like

to relive the evening will find our cover

story very entertaining. The story and the

photographs will provide a vivid picture of

the festive mood.

The celebrations were of course preceded

by a great deal of work. One of our suc-

cesses that resulted from the continuous

improvement of our products and security

standards is Austria Card’s SAS-certifica-

tion. You can learn more about this gratify-

ing news on the second page of our

newsletter. We have also prepared a story

about the new driving licence in Tanzania

that Austria Card will be producing jointly

with Face Technologies.

And finally, there will be a preview of

CarteS 2006 in Paris; it would be our pleas-

ure to welcome you at our booth there.

We wish you enjoyable reading. 

Fritz Tupy

CEO

Friedrich Ramberger

CEO

read the future

A balmy breeze was ruffling the flags in

front of the Magna Racino in Ebreichsdorf

on the evening of 23
rd

June 2006, as

Austria Card’s guests were arriving for a

unique birthday celebration. The breeze

provided welcome relief for the guests as

the temperature was still around 30° C

even at this late hour. The event’s pro-

gramme held several surprises in store

for our customers, friends, and employ-

ees. After participating in a race, with

selected customers and employees riding

in the double sulky, the gala dinner began

in the exquisite special event hall of the

elegant venue. After the delicious appetiz-

ers, Professor Dr. Elgar Fleisch held an

extemporaneous talk about the Austria

Card slogan “read the future”. The elo-

quent speaker shared his entertaining

reflections on the history of humanity up

to the present with a perspective about

the future of RFID technology and card-

based payment systems. In the following

panel discussion, Professor Dr. Elgar

Fleisch, keynote speaker, Dr. Helmut

Gassel, General Manager of the Business

Unit Security & Chipcard ICs, Infineon

AG, Markus Hoffmeister, Managing

Director of Cryptovision GmbH, Michael

Krammer, Managing Director of E-Plus

GmbH, Mag. Peter Neubauer, CEO of

Europay Austria, and Fritz Tupy, CEO of

Austria Card answered questions about

the future outlook of the card industry.

After the programme full of interesting

information, it was again time for culinary

delights that fulfilled every possible wish.  

Continued on Page 2.

CARDVISIONS
A U S T R I A  C A R D  N E W S L E T T E R
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And these culinary pleasures made the

wait for the highlight of the celebration

very enjoyable. The band “A Tribute to the

Blues Brothers”, the only Blues Brothers

cover band that is authorised by original

Blues Brother Dan Aykroyd travelled from

England to Austria just for this event and

they turned up the heat with blockbuster

hits like “Gimme Some Lovin’”, “Soul

Man“, and “Rubber Biscuit“. It did not take

long for the dance floor to be flooded with

enthusiastic dancers so that the mood in

the hall pulsated with high energy. 

And for the finale of the glamourous

evening, there was music from DJ Michael

Rolenec. The dancing did not wind down

until the early morning hours, when the

last guests left the brilliant event. And as a

good-bye gift from Austria Card, there was

a photograph for every guest to remember

the celebration by. After all, the festivities

for Austria Card’s 25th anniversary were an

about marketing

Continued from Page 1.

Austria Card receives the SAS certificate

excellent reason to look forward to the

next 25 years of business with heart, mind,

and innovation. We would like to thank

everyone who helped us celebrate this

event and we are grateful to be able to

look forward to a joint future with all of you.

In August 2006, Austria Card obtained the

globally acknowledged SAS certificate. In

a security audit, which was carried out on

behalf of the GSM Association, Austria

Card was able to show that the company’s

production site in Vienna-Inzersdorf fully

meets the SAS security standards.

SAS (Security Accreditation Scheme) is a

globally acknowledged security standard

in telecommunications that was developed

on behalf of the GSM Association, which

represents the interests of mobile network

operators around the globe. By imple-

menting a uniform standard, individual

audits of the various mobile network oper-

ators can be avoided. The audit, which is a

requirement in the process of obtaining

the certificate, is carried out by independ-

ent experts; it is a comprehensive security

audit that is implemented in all divisions

and business units of a company. The

audit includes checks ranging from the

physical security of a building to security

guidelines, information security, and IT

security.

“In the past 25 years, Austria Card
has succeeded in making a name
for itself as a solutions provider in
the smart card business.”

The company’s Research & Development

Department continues to work on new

technologies and on the improvement of

existing products. And security is the

framework for these developments. In the

production of chip cards, whether for elec-

tronic payment systems, for identification

purposes, or for telecommunications,

security is the crucial element. 

Our customers must be able to have con-

fidence that we can provide a maximum

of security and quality. “The SAS certifica-

tion is a signal to our customers and to the

entire market that Austria Card is a reli-

able choice,” explained Peter Neubauer,

head of the GSM Sales Department at

Austria Card. In addition to this recently

acquired certification, Austria Card has

also been certified by VISA, MasterCard,

and ISO-certified (ISO 9001/2000 for quality

management).

A programme with lots of variety for a brilliant
birthday celebration.
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about Austria Card   I   Security is an essential aspect of quality

The production of chip cards, whether

for cash-less payment, identification, or

telecommunications, is an extremely

sensitive area that creates a high

degree of responsibility for the card

manufacturer. How does Austria Card

deal with this responsibility?

First of all, I would like to state that

Austria Card is fully aware of its respon-

sibility. In our company, security is

always high on our agenda because we

see security for our customers and con-

sequently for their customers as a part

of the quality we provide. 

And what does this security entail?

Austria Card has been certified both by

Visa International and by MasterCard,

among others. In the audits that are a

requirement in both the certification

process and in maintaining certification,

the company was examined with regard

to compliance with all the guidelines.

These audits examined both the compa-

ny’s physical and logical security

systems. Only those companies that

have been certified may manufacture

smart cards. Additionally, just a few

weeks ago, Austria Card obtained the

SAS (Security Accreditation Scheme)

certificate.

What role do the security regulations

play for the individual employees?

From their arrival until they leave the

building, the security regulations are

visible and noticeable, whether it’s the

very obvious access control systems

with single-person access that regulate 

access to card production and personal-

isation areas or the less conspicuous

access rights to the company-internal

computer network. For Austria Card,

satisfying the security requirements is

not merely a duty and it doesn’t depend

on just a few security officers but on

each and every employee.

CEO
Austria Card

Face Technologies and Austria Card have

been chosen to introduce a new driving

licence system in Tanzania. Austria Card is

going to produce the driving licence in a

smart card format, while Face Tech-

nologies will be responsible for system

integration.

The goal is to develop and launch a new,

state-of-the-art, computerised system to

issue and process driving licences. The

new driving licence will comply with the

high security requirements and the system

will be service-oriented and geared to the

customers’ needs. The current system is

not computerised nor do the current driv-

ing licences provide adequate protection

against forgery. 

The new Tanzanian driving licence will be a

smart card with advanced security fea-

tures; both as far as the card body itself

and the chip are concerned.

The diversity of the security features being

implemented, for example guilloches,

micro printing, rainbow printing, OVI –

Optical Variable Ink, UV printing, and last

but not least the chip itself make it practi-

cally impossible to forge these smart

cards.

The information that is electronically

stored on the chip corresponds precisely

to the information visible on the card. In

order to maintain the maximum security

of the data stored on the chip, the infor-

mation will be encrypted so that only the

proper authorities can access it. Face

Technologies will provide the authorities

with mobile devices enabling them to

access this encrypted information.

Austria Card is producing a new
driving licence for Tanzania

The new driving licence for Tanzania contains
numerous security features.

Friedrich 
Ramberger



The painting that the artist sees as her self-portrait is a

link between the recent series of self-portraits and her

new series “Observing society”. Before she goes out

(and lets herself go? or turns inwards?), she takes one

more look in the mirror. She is already wearing her new

dress. Every long journey begins with the first step. Her

style has hardly changed at all; she has always painted

this way. In the colors she uses, too, Spasova stays with

what she’s chosen. Changing the subjects. The picture

“My new dress” is an oil on canvas, measurements: 147

x 123 cm. The artist does not have any role models:

“Perhaps Rauch,” she says, “but not really.” The artist

displays an enviable equanimity, when you ask her

about her plans. She doesn’t have any. Sorniza Spasova

hopes, however, to have more success in Austria soon –

perhaps with the series she has just begun. Because she

would like to stay here. 

Welcome to Austria!

Sorniza Spasova

Self-Mirroring

Address

Win one of 20 Pictures!

COMPETITION

Fax to: +43 1 610 65-650

or register under www.austriacard.at/lottery

Company

Telephone

E-Mail

The competition is open to all readers of this newsletter with the exception of Austria Card employees. The pro-
moter's decision is final. By entering this competition you allow your data to be electronically saved at Austria
Card. We do not pass this data onto third parties. The winner will be informed by us. Further correspondence
regarding the competition cannot be entered into.

Name




